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PHARISEES. 
(Continued from page 46.) 


V. They believed, says Josephus, that “there 
is an immortal vigor in the soul, and that under 
the earth there will be punishments and re- 
wards, respectively, for such as had led vicious 
or virtuous lives. The former are to be con- 
signed to a perpetual prison; but the latter shall 
have the power to live again.”’ (Antiq. B. xviii. 
ch.i.3.) ‘They say,” observes he again, 
“that all souls are incorruptible; but that those 
of the good only are to pass into other bodies, 
while those of the bad are to be punished in 
perpetual confinement.” (War, B. ii. ch. vill. 
14.) Accordingly it appears that they held to 
future and perhaps endless misery for the wick- 
ed. By saying that the souls of the virtuous 
should have power to live again, or that those 
of the good should pass into other bodies, Jo- 
sephus probably intended to represent to the 
Greeks and Romans, for whom he wrote, an 
idea new to them, viz. that of a resurrection,— 
This seems the more likely, as he nowhere 
uses that word, notwithstanding the Pharisees 
held that doctrine: ‘“‘the Sadducees say that 
there is no resurrection, neither angel nor spirit; 
but the Pharisees confess both,” (Acts xxiil. 8.) 
“TY have hope towards God,” said St. Paul, 
‘which they themselves also allow, that there 
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the 
just and unjust.” (Actsxxiv. 15.) From Mark 
xl. 28, and Luke xx, 39, it is evident that the 
Pharisees or scribes, (who, by the way, were 
ot that sect) approved not only of Christ’s vindi- 
cation of the Resurrection against the cavils 
of the Sadducees, but also of his particular view 
of it, that in that state “they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage’ ‘Master,’ answered 
the scribe, “thou hast well said.” It seems 

_ probable, however, that they had not been ac- 
customed to any definite notion of this one cir- 
cumstance attending the resurrection; for had 
this been the case, their wily opponents, the 
Sadduceés, must have foreseen that the sup- 
posed difficulty they presented, would be at 
once avoided. 

Some modern critics have understood Jose- 
hus, in the words quoted above, to mean that 
hePharisees held the heathen notion of a trans- 

migration of the soul from one body to another, 
instead of the doctrine of the resurrection; and 
two expressions in the New Testament are ad- 
duced as intimations that such a belief did ac- 
tually prevail among the Jews. The question 
the diseiples asked our Saviour, “Who did sin, 
this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?”? (Sohn ix. 2,) and the saying, among 
some of the peuple, that Christ was Elijah, or 
Jeremiah, or one of the prophets, (Mat. vi.14,) 
are the passages brought forward for this pur- 
pose. Ido not see, however, that it is neces- 
sary to suppose these expressions to have re- 
sulted from the opinion now in question: Did 
not Herod suspect that Christ was John the 
Baptist risen from the dead? (Mark vi. 14,) 
and why not some ef the people have likewise 


imagined that he was one of the old prophets 
risen from the dead? As:to the question of 
the disciples, it might be prompted by the sim- 
ple notion of pre-existence, unconnected with 
that of transmigration; or it may have arisen 
altogether from their perplexity concerning the 
reasons of the blind man’s misfortune. At 
any rate, itis evident from the language of St. 
Luke and St. Paul; and from the circumstance 
related in the Evangelists, that the Pharisees 
were supposed, as a body, to hold the doctrine 
of the resurrection, whatever notions may have 
been entertained by certain individuals among 
them. A 

There is another thing in the declaration of 
Josephus, which it is much more difficult to re- 
concile with a fact stated in the New Testa- 
ment. He represents the Pharisees as holding 
that “those only who had lived virtuously” 
should rise from the dead; while St. Paul says, 
“they themselves allow that there shall be aj 
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and | 
unjust.””, We can here only conjecture that 
there was a difference of opinion among the 
Pharisees, with regard to the universality of 
the resurrection, some restricting it to those 
who had been pious, and others extending it to 
all. Or possibly their doctrine on this particu- 
jlar point, may have s»mewhat changed in the 
20 or 30 years between St. Paul’s arraign- 
;ment and the time when Josephus wrote his 
account. This, however, does not, in itself, 
;seem very probable. 

VI. They held something like the present 
‘union of the doctrines of fore-ordination and 
\free agency. Josephus says, ‘The Pharisees, 
| who are supposed the most skilful in explaining 
the law, and who constitute the first sect, at- 
‘tribute every thing to fate or necessity and to 
|God,; believing still that to do right or wrong 
iis principally in the power of man, yet so as 
that fate or necessity assists in each act.”* A- 
| gain he states, ‘‘As for the Pharisees, they say 
|that some actions, but not all, are the work of 
fate, and that some of them are in our own 
power, and that they are influenced by fate, but | 
not caused by it. Whereas the sect of Essenes 
affirm that fate governs all things, so that noth- 
ing befalls men, but by its determination,””— 
(Antiq. B. xii. ch. v. 9.) He is more partic- 
ular in B. xvii. ch. i. 3, where he says that 
‘though the Pharisees determine that all things 
are done by fate, yet they do not take away 
from men the freedom of acting as they think 
fit: since their notion is, that it hath pleased 
God to make such a temperament as that what 


fhe wills is done, but so that the will of man can 
act virtuously or vitiously.”’ By fate or acces- 
sity, Le Clerc, Basnage and »Prideaux think 
that Josephus meant what we now call predes- 
tination, or the will and purpose of God in his 
providence. Le Clere and Prideaux are also 
Hinclined to suppose that their doctrine of pre- 
‘destination and human freedom amounted to 
‘this: ‘that every man freely chooseth what he 
is unalterably predestinated to;” but Basnage 
represents it in such a way as to make their 

* Jnsoine editions uf Whiston’s translation, this passage is) misprinced. | 
War, B. ii, ch, viii. 14. 


notion of free-will preponderate. 
haps, the natural difficulty of clearly expres- 
sing their views upon this point, which expos- 
ed the Pharisees to misrepresentations from 
their opponents; as some of the early christians* 
charged them with attempting to excuse their 
sins, by asscribing them to fate. Nothing, 
however, is more certain than that rhe a 
uniformly represents them as holding and in- 
sisting on human accountability. In one word, 
to use the language of Josephus which seems 
sufficiently explicit, they supposed that God 
has instituted such an order of things, as that 
whatever he wills is necessarily done, yet su 
as that the will of man can act virtuously or 
vitiously therein. 

VII. The views which the Pharisees enter- 
tained, in common with the rest of the Jews, 
concerning the peculiar distinction that Deity 
has conferréd on them as a people, were too 
complicated to be readily described. That 
God had elected their nation from out of the 
whole world, and bound them to himself by an 


everlasting covenant, was, with them, a most < 
sacred tenet; and likewise that all the Gentiles, 


as such, were accursed, unclean and abomina~ 
ble. This grand distinction the Pharisees in 
particular attributed solely to the sovereign 
pleasure of God; who had chosen the posterity 
of Jacob ‘for his peculiar people, with no re- 
gard to any righteousness in them. (Deut. vii. 
b—9, and ix. 4—7.) Their principal mistake 
on this subject appears to have been the fol- 
lowing: instead of perceiving that they were 
chosen merely to the possession of special priv- 
ileges, and for a season only, and all this for 
the purpose of promoting eventually the good 
of the world as well as their own, they proudly 
regarded their election as the result of a par- 
tial and exclusive favor of Deity, and arrogant- 
ly imagined it was God’s sovereign will to e@lo- 
rify himself in distinguishing them forever as 
his children, while the rest of the nations were 
the objects of his abhorrence. The prejudices 
they, of course, contracied from this notion, 
were rigid and obstinate beyond example.— 
Nothing, for instance, was more shocking te 
them than any intimation that the grace oi God 
extended, in a religious way, to the rest of the 
world. When St. Paul, alter the riot describ- 
ed in Acts xxi. declared to them, all the cir- 
cumstances of his conversion from their religion 
to that of Christ, they had patience to hear 
him, without interruption; but when he began 
to speak of his mission to the Gentiles, “they 
lified up their voices and said, Away with such 
a fellow from the earth, for it is not fit that he 
should live.”f St. Peter himself, and other 
christian converts from among the Jews, cculd 
with difficulty be persuaded, even after their 
conversion, that God had given salvation to the 
Gentiles;{ so deeply rooted was the distinguish- 
ing prejudice of their early education. 

But it is certain that the Pharisees, at the 
same time, did not hold that this boasted elec- 


* Apostol. Constitut. B. vi. 6. 
{ Acts xxii, 21-28. There can be no doubt that the zealous multitude 


on this occasion. belonged to the sect of Pharisees,. 


t Acts x and xi. and xv. ke, 


It was, per- 
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tion of their nation secured the future well be- 
ing of every individual in it. This we discover 
‘rom the contempt with which they treated the 
sinners, so called, and particularly from their 
confining the happiness of eternity to such as 
had lived virtuously on earth. Whether they 
thought the Sadducees so heretical in their 
faith as to be excluded from heaven, does not 
appear; but the Essenes, who were even more 
austere and rigid than themselves, they seem 


to have regarded with a favorable eye.* On 
the other hand it is evident that they supposed 
the Gentiles capable of being brought into the 
divine favor, by means of circumcision and a 
sincere t observance of the law of Moses and 
ef the traditions of the elders; for why else 
should they be so zealous to proselytize them, 
as we learn they were? (Mat. xxiii, 15.) 

To express their complicated notions on this 
important subject, in few words: they held that 
God had indeed elected the Jews by hts sov- 
ereign pleasure, but merely in their national 
capacity; that he had given to them alone a 
holy church, which was the only gate of heav- 
en; and that all who properly entéred it, wheth- 
er Jews or Gentiles by birth, might then se- 
cure their future bliss, by a faithfui and hearty 
observance of their religion. All, however, 
who were without, including every unconverted 
Gentile, were in a hopeless state; and so too 
were such of their own nation and church, as 
negiected a life of piety. 

Their Public and Formal Worship.—l. The 
most complete and splendid exhibition of this 
was to be seen, as every body knows, in the 
Temple of Jerusalem. Here were not only 
celebrated the stated feasts and rites prescrib- 
ed in the Mosaic law, but a daily service was 
also performed, consisting of sacrifice, offerings, 
prayer, sacred music, and, occasionally at 
least, the reading of the scriptures. Here, 
too, the Pharisees and Sadducees joined to- 
gether in worship, and officiated indiscriminate- 
ly in the sacred ceremonies; but the Essenes, 
who offered no sacrifices at all, are thought to 
have been seldom, if ever, present. Once a 
year all the rest of the people went- up to Je- 
rusalem from the whole of Judea, and even 
from distant countries whither they were scat- 
tered in order to celebrate their great annual 
feast, the Passover; but we scarcely need re- 
mark that the ordinary services of the temple 
could be attended only by such as were in or 
near the city. 

Il. In order to accommodate all the people 
in every part of the land, and for the purpose 
also of diffusing among them the principles of 
their religion, rather than of instiucting them 
in its ceremonials, there were Synagogues, or 
houses for public prayer and religious services, 
built; answering in some measure to our mod- 


* We jadge this, from the commendations that Josephus, a Pharisee 
gives them. War, B. i. ch, viti. 2,—18, and particularly, Antig, B. xviii, 
ch, i. 5, 

+ Gentile proselytes were stricJy examined, previously to their being 
circuincised, whether their motive was simply a regard for the law, aad 


not any hope of gun, any fear, nor any love for some Israelitish woman, 
Brown’s Antiquities of the Jews, Part viii. sect. v. 


¢ [tis remarkable that none of our modern critics, so far as I know, 
have attempted to delineate (he views of thi: people concerning the dis- 
linction between their own nation and the Gentile world. Mosheim, the 
only one I have found who says any-thing on the subject, harely observes, 
“They were all horribly unanimous in excluding from (he hope of eternal 

_ life, all the oiher nations of the world; and asa consequence of this 
odious system, they treated them with the utmost rigor and inhumanity, 
when any occasion was offered them.” Eccl. Hist. Cent. i. Par t, i. ch, ii. 
5. And They were equally agreed in the opinion that God had selected 
the Hebrews from amongst the other nations, of the earth as his peculiar 
people, and had bound them to himself by an unchangeable and eyerlast- 


ing covanant”” Commentaries on the Affairs of the Christians, &c, In- 
Tod. ch, ti, 10. ‘ 


. | field (for in his second he condemned the prac- 


ern churches or meeting-houses. They were 
first introduced, it is supposed, after the return 
from the Babylonish captivity. In our Saviour’s 
time they abounded in every city, and in al- 
most all the villages of Judea, Jerusalein alone 
containing between four and five hundred of 
them. ‘There were no sacrifices nor offerings 
presented in them; and their regular services 
had considerable resemblance to those of cer- 
tain denominations of christians. It was ne- 
cessary that ten elders, of piety, study and 
leisure, should be found to preside over each 
synagogue. Ont of these, there were chosen 
Rulers of the Synagogue; another of them was 
the Angel, so called, or Minister of the Con- 
gregation; three others were Deacons, or Pas- 
tors of the Poor; and the remainder of the ten 
consisted of the Noctor of the Law or Divinity, 
the Reader, and an Interpreter. All these el- 
ders had their place near the pulpit. When 
thus seated and the congregation collected, 
the minister ascended the pulpit, and all the 
people rose, standing in a posture of deep de- 
votion while he read or rehearsed the prayers; 
at the end of which the people said, Amen.— 
Then were repeated certain texts of scripture, 
called'the Phylacteries, written upon the wide 
border of their garments. Next came the read- 
ing of the law of Moses, with extracts from the 
prophets; which were so arranged in lessens, 
that the whole of the Pentateuch, and all the 
select portions from the rest of the sacred 
books, were thus publicly read through once a 
year, in every synagogue. As the reader pro- 
nounced the appointed lesson in the original 
Hebrew, the interpreter repeated it, sentence 
for sentence, in the Syriac, which was then the 
vernacular tongue of the Jews. Then follow- 
ed the Preaching, in which the minister, or any 
other person called upon, officiated. The 
whole service was concluded by a short prayer 
or benediction. | Such was the order of servi- 
ces performed on every Sabbath or Saturday, 
and also, by the appointment of the elders, on 
every Monday and Thursday for all who were 
disposed to attend on those secular days. 

We must here remark that the Essenes never 
met in the synagogues, and that it is highly 
probable that the Sadducees were iar from be- 
ing constant. attendants; so that this sort of 
worship and religious instruction were, proper- 
ly speaking, under the sole management of the 
Pharisees. 

IIL. In addition to performance of the tem- 
ple and of the synagogues, there was a private 
or family worship enjoined, in which prayers 
were to be offered thrice a day, at 9, 12, and 
3 o’clock; to which some added a fourth prayer, 
at evening. This too, was an institution of 
the Pharisees; which, however, was imitated 
in the community of the Essenes. Marcus. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 


From the New-England Galaxy. 
AWAKENINGS AND REVIVALS, 


There is a town in Middlesex, not the least 
famous in the county, nor in the annals of New- 
England, that-has been spoken of recently for 
rehgious revivals, among a class of people who 
have the least pretensions to literature, or in- 
formation. Still it has been spoken of ina 
tone of exultation by the ‘Saznts’’—and allud- 
ed to in Prayers by some of those who ought 
to know better; and who we should have sup- 
posed must have been duly acquainted with the 
history of pious frauds, and all the frightful arts 
of creating revwals, from the first visit of Whit- 


tice) down to our camp meetings. Being in- 
formed that the domestics, or female help, were 
under concern of mind, and expected every day 
to be brought owt, and which was mentioned as 
an excuse for their inattention, I inquired how 
it could be that in the focus of intelligence, at 
the very Head Quarters of liberal opinions, 
such a delusion should spread, Lalways knew 
that it was a maxim among the hired help, not 
to believe, or vole in the kitchen, as they did in 
the parlor; but what that could be which oper- 
ated so strongly on youthful females as to de- 
coy them, or to push them into the river for 
salvation was to me a mystery. I saw for the 
first time the meaning and force of the two lu- 
dicrous lines in Hudibrass— 

“Tey dive, like wild fowl, for salyation, 

And fish, to catch regeneration, 

On inquiring of the Landlord and Landlady, 
I learnt that the grand operating cause was 
FRicHuT upon weak and ignorant minds in mght 
meetings, where they were told that if they did 
not repent, and give up their souls to Gop, 
they might die in the night, and be in Hell be- 
fore morning. It was no wonder that some of 
these weak young people passed the night 
without closing their eyes, through absolute 
terror, and that they became nervous, and that 
by continuing to listen to such frightful doctrine 
they were nearly distracted, and very naturally 
cried out in their mental agony— What shall F 
do to be saved? When their spiritual Bugbear 
would reply —Repent and be baptized. And this 
accounts for the numerous converts of Charies 
River. 

I was desirous of seeing some of the Tracts 
and Books that were put into the hands of these 
deluded young people. ‘The Landlady brought 
me three, From one of them I extracted the 
following Dialogue with its caption, which I 
send for you to make such use of as may best 
serve the cause of truth and rational Religion. 


Certain Questions and Answers, tending to awAKEN 
the secure, and fix good resolutions in the convinced 
SINNER; as also to direct the SEEKING SOULS in 
order to a sound conversion. 


Quest 
sinner ? 

Ans. I am going to Hell, 

Q. How long will it be ere you get there? 

A. At longest, it will be but a few years: It 
may be this’ year, it may be the next—it may 
be'some months first, and it may not be a week 
—it may be to-morrow, it may be ro-NiaHr— 
it may be in an hour—yea, it may be before 
you can ask ne another question. 

Q. What kind of a place is Hell, to which 
you are thus hastening? 

A. It is a prison for confinement; it is a dun- 
geon for darkness; and a Jake of fire and brim- 
stone for tormenting. 

Q. What company do you expect in that 
close prison, dark dungeon, and fiery lake? 

A. Company enough, such as it is, almost 
all the old world (which are cailed “ihe world 
of the ungedly’’)—alf Israel, saving a remnant : 
(the elect’) yea, by far the grcalest part of pro- 
fessed Christians, even thousands of thousands 
of church members, and many false prophets 


Whither are you going, CurisTLess 


and apostles; emperors and kings; magistrates 
and ministers. in short—all, but a few of every 
place and nation, age and generation of men; 
and millions of devils! 

Q Will much company~be any comfort in 
Helle. 


A. I suppose not; else the rich man would 


|rather have wished for the company of his five 


r 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


51 


brethren, than to have begged that they might 
be warned to escape that place of torment. 

Q. Why then, will you go to Hell for com- 
pany ? : 

A. I don’t go for company, but forthe love 
of sinful pleasures and delights, worldly profits 
and honors. 

Q. How long are you to stay in that place 
and company before you return? 

A. I shall never return——-but dwell there 
through the long and endless ages of eternity. 

Q. But how will you be able to endure so 
hot a fire for ever and ever, seeing now you 
have not patience to eadure the tip of your fin- 
ger in the flame of a candle for the space ofa 
minute cr two, much less to hold an arm or leg 
in a flaming oven, for the space of half an hour? 
Will God give you patience then? 

A. No;—-I shail have no patience to bear 
the intolerable pains of Hell: but almighty 
power will keep me from consuming——and I 
shall be chained fast, and so must be forced to 
bear it, while T keep cursing God, and blas- 


pheming Christ; gnawing my tongue for pain, | 


and gnashing my teeth for rage and madness; 
yea, roaring, howling and shrieking for horn- 


ble anguish and eternal despair; yet bear it [| 


must, though bear it I can’t.” &c. &e, &e. 


There are twenty-four questions and answers 
in the same strain; all tending to the same hor- 
rid and abominable end. Jt winds up in the 
usual way of condemning what is called good 
works as useless; and referring the redemption 
from the horrors of Hellto sovereign grace, and 
the texts of scripture are recorded to add 
weight to the frighttul production, 

After reading such a production who can 
wonder at the delusions, the terror, and the 
craziness of the numbers who are frightened 
into the water, to escape the fure of Hell? Itis 
a matter of nearly as much wonder that some, 
ministers endowed with learning, possessing | 
large libraries of good books, and enjoying the | 
adyantages of profitable associations, should , 
countenance and even boast of these miserable | 
revivals and gloomy awakenings, Of what value, | 
of what advantage is that religion which is the 
offspring of fright, and into which not one ray 
of Christian benevolence enters? Itis not on- 
ly disturbing families, but it is shaking pulpits 
that otherwise might have stood firm After 
all it may be only that darkness, which some- 
times——nay, often precedes a bright morning, | 
when the Sun of itighteousness shall arise in 
‘ali his glory, putting clouds and darkness un- 
der his feet. A TRraveLier, 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 


A DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED ON THE 13H OF JUNE LAST, AT THE 
DEDICATION OF THE NEW UNIVERSALIST 
MEEPVING-HOUSE, IN TURNER, ME. 
(Ceniinued fiom page 43.) 

‘ext. ‘Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is; and so much the 
more, as ye see the day approaching.’’—Heb. x. 25, 


But he who knows the sublime enjoyment of 
gratitude and love to God, likewise feels a fra- 
ternal tie which binds him to his fellow beings, 
and understands that he is formed for society. 
His own state is affected by the state of the so- 
ciety in which he lives. His happiness is mar- 
red by seeing others in woe, and it is doubled, 
when his family, and his neighbors are sharing 
with him. He must feel engaged of course, 
in the use of such means, as will advance so- 
ciety in moral and religious improvement. He 
will esteem it a duty and rich privilege, to go 
at proper stated times, with his family and 
neighbors, to the temple of the Most High; 
where he can see that all together have their 
minds called up to God, to be refreshed with 
such reflections on his purposes and his doings 
as to renew a sense of his goodness, strength- 
'en their confidence in his care, and tune heart- 
strings to his praise. And while he sees those 
around him engaged: in the worship of the God 
ihe loves, it fans brighter the flame of his. own 


soul. 

2d. We are to consider the worth and impor- 
“tance of instruction in the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel. 


The remarks which I make on the impor- 
tance of public worship, are not offered under 
an impression that men cannot acceptably ren- 
der homage and praise to God but in the pub- 
lic assembly. He who can worship God truly 
in the assembled congregation, will worship 
him truly in every day of life. Ue will be re- 
minded of that adorable Being by every event, 
and feel his heart warm with gratitude in every 
favor he receives. 


The teaching of the truths of the Gospel 
composes so important a part of our labors 
‘while assembled ior the worship of God, and is 


so essential as a means to qualify us for the, 


exercise and sublime enjeyment of worship, 
that its importance has been in some measure 
anticipated in the remarks already made. But 
the subject will admit of enlargement. And the 
inditference, and even apparent contempt, with 
hae? some mea are in the habit of treating 
the doctrinal part of religion, invite me to use 
particuiar plainness on this subject. 

: tis not uncommon to hear, even from learn- 
ed and intelligent men, expressions of indiffer- 
ence concerning the doctrinal part of religion. 
‘‘We care not what doctrine a man believes, 
nor do we ever wish to hear doctrines preach- 
ed. We would have a preacher inculcate the 
practice of good morality, and we care not that 
he should concern himself any farther.’? Such 


|expressions from intelligent men appear as 


strange tome, as would an attempt to strike 
an opposing blow at all science. 

Men are thinking beings, the offspring of 
God, bearing the image of the divine intelli- 
gence. It is made their duty and high happi- 
ness to love God with all their hearts, and to 
worship him in spirit and in truth. But how 
shall they love God if they know him not? And 
how then can they worship him in spirit and an 
truth? 

Do you now discover the indispensible ne- 
cessity of a knowledge of God? Well, this is 
the doctrine of religion. The Gospel doctrine 
relates to the character of God, to his purposes, 
and designs It never calls on men to blindly 
worship they know not what, but gives them a 
knowledge of God, that in the light of his glo- 
rious character, their souls may be melted in 
holy adoration before him. Hence the true. 
worshippers of God are said to “stand on a sea 
of glass, mingled with fire.” This denotes 
that they stand in a clear light) and that their 
devotions are rational and pure. 

Suppose you considered your allotment only 
for a few years in this life, at the disposal of 
some person with whom you were unacquaint- 
ed, how extremely anxious would you be to 
obtain information of him, and to know his char- 
acter and his purposes. And how sensibly 
would your happiness ve affected by the result 
of your inquiries concerning him. 


|pure devotion, and enlarges the heaven of his| 


How deeply then does it concern us to know 
the character and purposes of that Almighty - 
Being, who can strike us out of existence any 
moment, and who can continue our being as 
long as he will; and who can make us infinitely 
happy or infinitely miserable, according to his 
own sovereign pleasure! I have seen those, 
upon whom false notions concerning God have 
taken advantage of their ignorance of his char- 
acter, until settled melancholy and dismal gloom 
have taken possession of the mind; doep an- 
guish and frightful horror have torn the bosom, 
and woful and hopeless despair has sunk them 
down, and crushed them to ruin. 

Is it a father or mother who thus literally 
perishes for lack of knowledge? Will you go 
and tell those weeping children that the doctri- 
nal part of religion is of no consequence? ‘That 
it matters not. what views people entertain of 
the character and purposes of God? O forbear! 
Do not thus lacerate their torn bosoms, and 
profane common sense. When you hear their 
doleful exclamations, ‘‘O my parent! my pa- 
rent! that thou hadst known that God is thy 
Frienp! and I might now have been, as in 
years past, hanging upon thy kind care, and 
feasting upon thy parental similes,’’? must not 
their sorrows pierce your heart, and the gleam 
of their tearful eyes abash you with shame, 
that you have so slighted the doctrine of the 
Gospel? 

A little study on the: constitution of the hu- 
man mind, and on the character of the gospel, 
will satisfy any reasonable person of the impor- 
tance of the gospel doctrine, and of the solemn 
duty incumbent on all whose minds are In any 
degree enlightened with it, to strive for its ad- 
vancement, It is a deep and extensive sci- 
ence, opening to the mind a boundless field of 


glory, and baptizing the soul into an ocean of 
bliss. 

Does any one suggest that although the ear- 
ly apostles were zealously engaged in vindi- 
cating and disseminating the doctrine of the 
gospel, most of the epistles abounding with it, 
and much more their unwritten discourses, 
when every Sabbath day they reasoned with 
the people out of the Scriptures, yet it is of 
little consequence now? Because then the 
doctrine was new in the earth, but in this age 
and country itis well known and generally re- 
ceived? . This reasoning is unsound and un- 
safe. 

A shght acquaintance even now in this fa- 
vorable age and land, will discover to a care- 
ful observer, that the true knowledge of the 
Gospel is not so generally received, but that 
there is abundant reason for our faithful and 
active engagedness in aiding its circulation.— 
And we may all be growing in grace and in 
the knowledge of the truth. We even need 
repeated lessons, stirring up in our minds the 
remembrance and enjoyment of what we know; 
and then there are thousands of ways whereby 
lessons of instruction may be drawn from Rey- 
elation and from nature, illustrating truth, dis- 
playing its beauties, and advancing our knowl- 
edge of it. 

And there is the rising generation.—Suppose 
their fathers have known the truth; will this 
suffice for them? What ts there in the shining 
of yonder sun, or in the quality of the atmos- 
phere in the present age, which is any more 
congenial to truth than in the ages past, which 
have been stained with the blood of murdered 
victims of error and tyramnic superstition ?— 
Nothing. The elements are the same, and hu- 
man nature is the same. Yes, your children, 
just like those of former ages, are human; and 
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are susceptible of all the abominable errors and 
superstitions that ever disgraced mankind, and 
changed the pleasantness of the world into 
darkness and mourning. Would you guard 
against a recurrence of those evils?—Then 
guard against a state of inactivity and religious 
indifference. 
religious indifference is the fore-runner, or 
rather the open door, to the most gross relig- 
ious impositions and abuses. 


milky way. The'direction of the light was 
from 8. E. tothe N. W. It was changed at 


different periods of the appearance, beginning | 


broader at the crown of the arch and narrower 
at the extremity; and afterwards appeared 
broader at the extremes. Light however was 


For, depend upon it, a state of|so diffused that the stars were seen through 


the medium, and a scud of flying clouds were 
continually driven across it by the wind.—The 
belt gradually moved slowly towards the south, 


My christian hearers; when I take a view of| grew fainter and fainter until it finally disap- 


the history of past ages, and reflect that hu- 
man nature is still the same; when I see the 
persevering and unwearied exertions which are 
making by multitudes of lovers of power,’ and 
the thousands and millions of wealth, which 
they are collecting in heaps to throw into the 
scale of their influence,—and notice also how 
many little minds there are in our country, that 
can be bought for a name; if I could ery with 
the voice of seven thunders, 1 would speak into 
the ears and into the hearts of all friends to 
tree inquiry and rational christianity, ‘forsake 
not the assembling of yourselves together” 
every convenient opportunity, and the faithful 
employment of all proper means for the sup- 
port and advancement of the cause of truth and 
human happiness; ‘‘and so much the more as 
ye see the day approaching.” 

The “day approaching” which Paul alluded 
to, in the text, was evidently that time of 
“creat tribulation” of which Christ had given 
his disciples particular and repeated prophetic 
accounts, and which was to come on that gen- 
eration. That was to be a time which should 
try men’s souls; and it was predicted that the 
love of many would wax cold, and some not en- 
during, would fall away from their profession 
of faith in Christ. And of such Christ said, 
“but and if that evil servant shall begin to say 
in his heart, my Lord delayeth his coming, and 
to eat and drink with the drunken; and smite 
his fellow servant, the Lord of that servant 
shall come at a time that he is not aware of, 
and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his 
portion with the hypocrites; there shall be weep- 
ing and gnashing of teeth.” 

Torasmuch as this day of trial was then ap- 
proaching, the apostle considered it especially 
important that all friends of truth should assem- 
ble themselves together, exhorting, encourag- 
ing, and strengthening one another. “Not for- 
saking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is, exhorting one another, 
and so much the more, as ye see the day ap- 
proaching.”” 

(To be concluded in our next.) 


LUMINOUS ARCH. 


The extraordinary appearance ofthis phenom- 
enon in the heavens on Jast Tuesday evening, 
(Sept.4,) was observed in various places,north & 
south, east and west of Boston; the description 
agrees very generally wherever it was notic- 
ed, though the observers are very much puz- 
zled to account for the peculiar effect of this 
magnificent display of illumination. It is most 
generally considered to have been a rare ex- 
hibition of the Aurora Borealis, which for 
several nights previous, and during the early 
part of the evening in question, displayed some 
remarkable changes, of brilliant shapes and 
appearances. About ten o’clock a beautifu: 
effluence of vivid white light streamed from the 
horizon to the zenith, and thence decending, 
formed a luminous belt across the heavens with 
well defined edges, of about the breadth of the 


peared, As the dimness of the arch was ren- 
dered evident, the aurora borealis became 
brighter in the horizon though there was little 
apparent connexion between them. 

In Salem it is mentioned that the zone of 
light was about five degrees in br-adth, ap- 
pearing like a belt of unburnished gold drawn 
over the heavens. It perserved its distinct 
form and brightness about 12 minutes. It} 
began to disappear first in the east, till noth-| 
ing could be seen there but faint corrusca- 
tions. 


Capt. Parry in his voyages, describes a simi- | 
lar appearance of the heavens, in the high | 


northern latitude—and Doct. Holyoke of Salem | 
recollects two appearances but far less striking, 
which were observed previously to the Revolu- 
tion.—Evening Gaz. 


SELECTED. 


JESUS TEACHING THE GCSPEL. 


How sweetly flow’d the gospel’s sound 
From lips of gentleness and grace, 

When listening thousands gathered rouxd; 
And joy and rev’rence fill’d the place! 


- From heaven he came—of heaven he spoke, 
To heaven he led his follower’s way; 
Dark clouds of gloomy night he broke, 
Unveiling an immortal day. 


‘‘Come wanderer, to my Father’s home, 
Come, all ye weary ones, and rest!”’ 
Yes! sacred Teacher, we will come, 


Obey thee, love thee, and be biest! 


Decay, then, tenements of dust! 
Pillars of earthly pride, decay! 

A nobler mansion waits the just, 
And Jesus has prepared the way. 


FRANKLIN ASSOCIATION. 


The Franklin Association of Universalists will meet, 
according to adjournment, at Bernardsion, Mass. on 
the 8d Wednesday of October next. The several So- 
cieties in this region are requesied to send delegates. 

Joun Brooks, Clerk. 


A INGULAR OCCURRENCE. 


A singular occurrence took place in the Parish Church 
of Tring, in Hertfordshire, on Sunday morning last. 
‘fhe Clergyman having given some ofience to the musi- 
cal persons who usually form their choir, that impor- 
tant part of a country church called the Singing Gal- 
lery was left wholly unoccupied, and the clera in vain 
announced the Psalm with ‘Let us sing to the praise, 
ete.’ in his most inviting way—no one answered the 
invitation; and the silence remained unbroken for the 
space of at least ten minutes, the congregation in the 
meanwhile staring at each other in stupid amazement, 
At length the clerk rose, and read from a written paper 
“that he was desired to give notice it was not the in- 
tention of the minister to preach a sermon until the 
the congregation sang a psalm,” Again universal si- 


pH Hence Signed ee only a a good-natored old 
gentleman was seen skipping from pew to pew, using 
his utmost powers of persuasion to induce some one of 
his neighbors to commence ‘“‘the staye,”’ but all being 
ineffectual, the clerk, after another space of five or 
six minutes, again rose and said, ‘‘he was desired to 


give notice that there would be no sermon.’’ The 
Congregation thus unceremoniously dissmissed, left the 
charch without the usual blessing, or any other formal 


close to Divine Worship.— Eng. paper. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


Oe The following extract of a letter, from Indian 
Town, N. C. will shew our readers the silent pro- 
gress of the doctrine of Impartial Love,—in places 
which we knew not had been visited by its genial 
influence. 


} 


“Tam a believer in that doctrine, that con- 
jfends against the idea of punishment beyond 


‘the graye: and am the only one in this section 


of the country, who can place sufficient confi- 
dence in Gad’s love, to believe that, in that 
/world which is to come, he will manifest the 
same degree of impartiality towards his offs- 
pring that he does in this, I therefore stand 
alone! 

I became a Universalist by comparing the 
assertions and arguments of Limitarians with 
the Bible.” G. ¢, M. 


ANECDOTE OF REV. JOHN MURRAY. 


The late Rev. John Murray was distinguish- 
ed for tue poignancy of his wit, and talents for 
repartee. On a certain time when meeting his 
friends to celebrate some festive occasion, and 
the joys of Bacchus were resorted to, as a 
heightener of social merriment, he was accost- 
ed with “Mr. Murray, don’t you’ drink?” 
‘Drink!’ retorted he, yes, that IT do—I drink 
like a beast.’ et refrained from helping 
himself over liberally to the use of the bottle, 
(as every one else Great did) which one of 
his companions remarking, observed, ‘Why 
Mr. Murray, how absent you are—I thought 
you said, you drank like a beast.” ‘And sol 
do,’ rejoined the preacher, ‘for a beast when 
he has drank enough, desists from drinking: 
and so have [—Fall River Monitor. 


Married in this City, 


Mr. Joshua Howe to Miss Sarah Wheeler. 

George Shepherd, Esq. merchant, late of Poplin, N. 
H. to Miss Lydia Wright, of this city. 

In Haverhill, Mass. Mr. Job Tyler to Miss Lucy 
Meady. 


Died wm this City. 

Mr. Nathaniel Reed, aged 28. 

Mrs. Elizabeth McCasiry, aged 47. 

Mr. Henry Dutch, aged 28. 

In Atkinson, N. H. on the 5th inst. Mrs. Noyes, wife 
of Capt. Peter N. aged 59. In the death of Mrs.Noyes, 
her husband has losi a faithful and valuable wife; ber 
children a kind and tender mother, and her neighbors 
an agreeable and worthy trend. Faith in Ged as a 
Universal Creator, Father and Saviour, gave hera 

hope which was hke au anchor to her soul, sure and 
steadfast. 
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